
Fr Ryan Homily 5/8/22 – Mother’s Day 

Read: Acts of the Apostles 13:14, 43-52; Psalm 100; Revelation 7:9, 14b-17; John 

10:27-30 

   So we have several things going on today in the church, probably in our homes. 

We just had our May crowning ceremony last night with our statue of Mary here 

because we honor Mary in a special way in the month of May. It’s also Mother’s 

Day so happy Mother’s Day to all the mom’s who are with us, we certainly pray 

for you in a special way at this mass and throughout the day. And in the church 

the fourth Sunday of Easter is always good shepherd Sunday. Jesus is our good 

shepherd and that’s kinda the image the church holds up for us today. But also 

this Sunday throughout the world, the church asks us to pray for vocations – 

World Day of Prayer for vocations – which is always on the same day as good 

shepherd Sunday because they’re connected. Right, when the Lord calls us to that 

primary vocation, that way of life He designed for us, it’s always that voice of the 

good shepherd calling us to follow His will, which is not always the same thing as 

our will. And that invitation of our faith is just to always believe that the good 

shepherd would never mislead us in life. And Jesus our good shepherd knows us, 

knows what we were made for and invites us to respond to that call in a life that 

pursues holiness. So I’d like to speak in a particular way today on the vocations of 

priesthood and religious life. Those are the one’s that are a bit more difficult for 

people to get their minds around. Most of us have an understanding of marriage 

firsthand, the vast majority of us were called to marriage. We’ve all experienced 

marriage because we came from marriages as children. But priesthood and 

religious life are a little bit more mysterious. Especially because sometimes we 

haven’t encountered somebody who’s ever challenged us or called us to an active 

life of discernment with those vocations. Ill never forget early on in priesthood I 

just finished celebrating a mass, a regular Sunday mass, and afterwards someone 

came up to me, this gentleman, and took me aside and just obviously wanted to 

talk or say something and he said hey father that was a great mass. I said thank 

you. Nice comment, not much to it and I thought he was finished – he just wanted 

to say thank you for mass, but he just stood there and kinda waited. I looked at 

him and kinda said is there something you need? Ah no no no no, I just want to 

thank you for being a priest he said. You’re welcome, it’s great. It wasn’t really my 

choice, God called me and I said yes. And he still paused, and he stood there and 



waited again. Ten seconds, fifteen seconds. I said is there something else? And he 

said yeah, you know, I thought about being a priest when I was younger. I said 

that’s great. And at this point he was married with kids and grandkids, and he said 

yeah I thought about it when I was younger, but I never really did anything about 

it. I didn’t really discern I just kinda ignored it. And I said okay where you going 

with this? He said well sometimes I still wonder. And at that moment I realized 

why this man was talking to me because he wasn’t at peace in his own vocation, 

which of course he was living his vocation. He was a husband, father, and 

grandfather but was there a call that was suppressed? Deep in his mind and heart 

had been this question of the priesthood that he never addressed. And so 

although he was a good husband and a good father he still lacked peace 

surrounding that because he didn’t discern authentically and give the Lord room 

to call him, perhaps to something else. And all of that is to say that I believe Jesus 

our good shepherd is calling young men from our Diocese forward to be his 

priests in the church. And that call many times is going unanswered. Bishop 

Ricken has asked all of his priests to talk about this this weekend because he sees 

the greatest crisis in our Diocese over the next ten twenty years will be the lack of 

priests. Most of us already have multiple parishes that we serve. Somewhere 

between 30 and 40 percent of the active priests right now are from foreign lands. 

They’ve come over to help us ‘cause we can’t provide our own priests. And there 

may come a time in these next ten years or so when not every parish is gonna 

have a Sunday mass every weekend. And it’s not for lack of trying we just don’t 

have the men. Pastors are stretched to the limit as it is and bishop pointed this 

out to us priests a few weeks ago he said remember we have roughly 8,000 

students in our Catholic schools throughout the Diocese, there’s about 14,000 in 

faith formation of some kind, RE programs, and there’s only one or two young 

men entering priestly formation every year and not all of them go on all the way 

to become priests. So that ratio is way off; something is out of whack! And here’s 

the thing, God doesn’t leave His people orphans. He would never do that. He 

doesn’t leave His flock without shepherds to care for them. God is always calling 

young men forward to meet the needs of the people of God. And so, if we’re 

struggling for lack of priests, God always provides enough shepherds. He never 

stops calling them, then young men must not be hearing that call for a variety of 

reasons. Maybe it’s because they don’t recognize the voice of the good shepherd. 

Maybe it’s because some of them hear His voice loud and clear and they just said 



NO. And so, we have to help people to be open to a supernatural call. You see 

marriage is a natural reality that God takes a makes holy, it’s a natural thing. 

We’re drawn to marriage by nature and then God blesses that with the grace of 

the sacrament. But the Lord also calls forward young men and young women to 

forgo the natural and live their lives in the supernatural. To forgo that natural 

draw of the human heart towards a woman or a man and give your heart to the 

Lord for the purpose of this radical service to the church. And that kind of call, not 

being the natural one, not being the obvious one, is much harder for us to 

understand. And much harder for those of us who are called to enter into. And so, 

we need the encouragement, the support, and even that challenging voice of the 

people around us, to invite us to think about these things. To consider them and 

open our hearts to them and ask those broader questions. Lord am I called to 

something else? And I can tell you looking back now as I was growing up I resisted 

the priesthood; I was scared of it. I didn’t think I could be happy without a wife, 

and I didn’t think I could have a fulfilling life without the family that I’d dreamed 

of. I didn’t want to do it; I didn’t want to think about it. But as I came more open 

to it, as I made my way through seminary, it became more and more clear to me 

that God had designed my heart, fashioned it in such a way, as to fit just right into 

this vocation of priesthood. It doesn’t mean it didn’t require sacrifice. Anybody 

who follows Christ has to sacrifice. Didn’t mean not having to let go of what I 

thought I wanted at the time but guys I would choose this life over and over 

again, a thousand times over if I had to go back a do it all again. I’m happier than I 

ever realized I could’ve been when I tried to drown out the Lord’s voice calling me 

here. And so, I get to live in persona Christy, in the person of Christ, in a very 

unique way as all priests do and I get to stand at this altar and the Lord’s words 

and mine are the same. I’m invited into the sacrament of confession to reconcile 

people with our Lord. And if it hadn’t been for the challenges and support and 

encouragement of certain people along the way – my mom and dad, a few good 

solid priests, my home parish, good friends, a lot of prayer warriors – if it wasn’t 

for all of them chipping in I probably wouldn’t have made it here to the 

priesthood. And I’m sure I wouldn’t be as fulfilled as I am now if I had chosen my 

own way a long time ago because this is what I was made for. It doesn’t mean 

there are not days, boy let me tell you, but there is a joy that is far deeper than all 

of the challenges or difficulties that daily life can throw at you. And the reality is 

God knows every heart because He created every heart. He knows what He 



created every heart for, the best type of life for each one of us. And if the Lord is 

still calling, which He is, young men to the priesthood, young women to religious 

life then that is the life that is the greatest, regardless of our opinions. God 

doesn’t call anyone to places we weren’t designed for. God doesn’t call us to be 

miserable, which I think sometimes is what scares people because they think 

that’s what it'll be, God doesn’t do that. The beautiful thing is, and sometimes the 

very daunting thing is, that God always gives us a choice. We can choose different 

ways. There’s only one best way. The way that is most in communion with the will 

of God and it’s our job – our job – as the church to help our young men and young 

women to discover that. And we have to encourage people to discern, to pause, 

to be quiet within their hearts, and ask those questions of themselves that 

admittedly cause trepidation. Lord could you be calling me to something different 

than what I dreamed of? Lord could you have a different dream for my life than 

the one that I have? Lord could you be asking me to cast out into the deep and 

make this radical gift of myself, one that is gonna look strange to our culture, 

maybe even strange to my own family. Are you asking me to do that Lord? Could 

you calling me to this unique thing? And if the Lord is, that’s the greatest life for 

you – we have to trust that especially parents who are afraid to let the child go. 

Who are afraid of not seeing grandkids? Or who are simply afraid of not having 

the life the way they dreamed it to be? If we’re not encouraging vocations in our 

families, in our schools, parishes, communities, then many of those calls are 

gonna remain unanswered. That’s gonna mean two things, one the church is not 

gonna be blessed in the ways God wants the church to be blessed with holy 

priests and sisters. And two it means those who are called who are not 

encouraged to answer are gonna carry that haunting feeling in them of knowing 

that they may have been called to something else. And they settled perhaps for 

something they wanted instead of what God wanted. So good shepherd Sunday is 

about believing that the voice of God is always calling to our hearts inviting us to 

the greatest life possible. For each of us that looks different but if we really trust 

God we would be willing to let God lead us anywhere because He would never 

mislead us. He would never lead us astray. And God almighty being perfect would 

never invite us to anything but that which would lead us to the fullest possible 

life. So let’s pray and let’s work for more vocations to the priesthood in our 

Diocese, ‘cause we’re hurting for them. And Jesus would never leave His flock 

without shepherds. He would never leave His children orphans. His voice is still 



calling out every day, calling some to live their lives in the supernatural. To live a 

life more blessed than we could ever have dreamed of for ourselves. To be 

forever a priest of Jesus Christ. 

Amen 


